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EXPOSITOR. 


For the Methwudist Protestant. 
LORD'S SUPPER. 


Mr. Editor,—My attention was arrested by a commu- 
nication in your last week’s paper, headed “rne Lorp’s 
SUPPER,” written by an elder in the M. P. Church, who 
very justly and forcibly reprobates the use of the term 
sacrament as applied to the Lord’s Supper. The con- 
siderations this writer offers to prove that the term should 
mot be used by any Protestant Minister, are weighty, 
and entitled to the respectful attention of every Metho- 
dist in the community. 

I must confess, however, that when I read the follow- 
ing sentence, I was, for the moment, somewhat alarmed, 
lest the Convention had inadvertently introduced some 
popish notions or improper terms into our form for the 
administration of the Lord’s supper. ‘‘We must,” says 
your correspondent, “never rest until every root of the 
offensive Tiber weed shall be completely eradicated from 
our infant Zion.” 

I was aware, that many of the members of the Con- 
vention, had been old Methodist preachers, and were in 
the habit of calling the Lord’s supper a sacrament, and 
also, when administering it, of praying in the form of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church; “Grant us, therefore, 
gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son, Jesus 
Christ, and so to drink his blood,” &c. and of presenting 
the bread to the communicants, as “‘tHe Bopy oF our 
Lorp Jesus Curist,” and the wine as “tHe BrLoop or 
our Lorp Jesus Cuaist,” &ce. And hence I felt a fear 
that they had, perhaps, introduced something improper 
into our form. But upon a careful reading over of our 
“Order for the administration of the Lord’s Supper,” 
I found it completely free from all improper language, 
and highly scriptural in expression and sentiment. 


The prayer directed to be used on the occasion, 
breathes forth the finest sentiments of humility on ac- 
count of our great unworthiness; of faith in the atone- 
ment made by the ord Jesus Christ on the cross; and 
of gratitude to God for the unspeakable gift of his Son, 
in the redemption of the world. The latter part of the 
prayer is so scriptural, so grateful, and so full of feel- 
ing, that I must quote it: ‘May we be melted into ten- 
derness on account of the great love wherewith Christ 
hath loved us, and given himself for us. May we ever 
remember his agony and bloody sweat in the garden of 
Gethsemane; his cruel mockings and scourgings in Pi- 
late’s hall; and his ignominious death on the cross.— 
‘Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows; 
but he was wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement of our peace 
was upon him, and by his stripes we are healed.” 

When distributing the bread to the communicants, 
which by the way, has received no ‘consecration,’ nor 
undergone any “‘transmutation,”’ or ‘‘laying on of hands,” 
the minister says: “Take, eat this in remembrance that 
Christs’ body was broken for you; for while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us,” &e. * 

When distributing the wine, the minister says, ‘Drink 
ye all of this, in grateful remembrance that the blood of 
Christ was shed for you,” &c. 

It is true the communicants are invited to draw nigh 
to the communion table, and to kneel while receiving the 
elements, but this is obligatory on no one; for it is said, 
at the close of the form: ‘‘Let those who have scruples 
concerning the receiving the Lord’s supper kneeling, be 
permitted to receive it sitting or standing.” 

But it is highly probable your writer alludes to ihe 
sixteenth article of religion, one of the articles of re- 


ligion of the Methodist Episcopal Church, adopted by | 


ours, wherein Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper are called 
“sacRAMENTS.” As it regards the “ARTICLES OF RELI- 


Gion”’ published in our discipline, it is known to all, 
that they were not discussed by the convention, but or- 
dered to be bound up in our discipline, together with 
“JoHn AnD CHARLES WEsLEY’s GENERAL RULES” as 
printed in Moore’s Life of Wesley, London, 1745. It 
would have been highly improper for the convention to 
have mutilated Mr. Wesley’s General Rules, therefore, 
they were published entire, without additions or re- 
trenchments; and they were published for the sake of 
the many moral and gospel excellencies they contained. 
The articles, in the main, are also good, but some of 
them might have been omitted, and others remodelled 
to great advantage. For example, those which reflect 
on other denominations, though once quite in place, 
could now be spared. The article headed ‘Lord’s Sup- 
per,”? could have been improved, by expunging certain 
expressions, which our brother calls ‘‘ Tiber weeds.”? But 
the Convention had not the necessary time to revise 
those articles; therefore, they were ordered to be bound 
up in any part of the discipline the printing committee 
might judge best to place them. 


If the object of your correspondent is merely to shew 
the impropriety of using certain improper phrases, in 
conversation, and inour public communications, I hope 
we shall profit by his valuable essay. We are too much 
in the practice of calling men and things by improper 
names. Sometimes, in conversation, we call the Lord’s 
supper, the sacrament; the communion rail or table, the 
altar; the ministers of the gospel, priests; the unstation- 
ed ministers, local preachers; thie stationed ministers in a 
circuit, circuit riders, &c. We should call men and 
things by their proper names, and look to our constitu- 
tion and discipline for proper terms. M. 


WATCHMAN. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
PASSIVE OBEDIENCE AND NON-RESISTANCE, 


In a Note on Section viii, of the Tenth Edition,of the 
Discipline of the Methodist Episcopal Church, there is 
the following paragraph. 

“The command given by the apostle, Heb. xiii. 17. 
“Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit 
yourselves,’ is as binding on ministers as on the people. 
Among us there is No Exception. Our BISHOPS are 
bound to obey and submit to the GENERAL CONFERENCE; 
and the preachers are Bounp to opey and svsmir to the 
GENERAL CONFBRENCE, and also to the yearly conferences, 
in every thing BXCEPT THE STATIONING OF THEM FOR 
THEIR RESPECTIVE DISTRICTS AND CIRCUITS; and in this 
respect they are bound to obey and submit to the EPISCO- 
PACY. This is the order of our Church: and as the New 
TEsTAMENT is silent as to the constitutions of STATES, 
so is it in agreat measure, in respect to the constitutions 
of CHURCHES. IT ONLY REQUIRES OBEDIENCE 
OR SUBMISSION TO THE POWERS THAT ARE, 
without which no order could possibly exist. This does not, 
in any degree, prevent the pur reformation of the consti- 
tutions of churches, any more than of those of states. 
We may add to these considerations the command of St. 
Peter, Ist Ep. v. 5. “Ye younger, submit yourselves un- 
to the elder.” 


‘Binding on ministers, &c.’’ St. Paul ‘‘binds” them 
through their representatives in the general conference. 
St. Paul “binds” the people without representation. 
Bishops are “bound” to the preachers—excepting where 
the preachers are “bound” to the bishops. St. Paul 
binds in all manner of ways. ‘‘This is the order of our 
and submit”— 
“to the general conference”—‘‘to the episcopacy”— 
“binding,” “bound,” ‘“‘obey and submit.” ‘This IS the, 
order of oun Church.” True enough. 


“The New Testament is silent,’&c. Not saying what 
shall be the power of the general conference, nor of the 
cpiscopacy.—“The New Testament only requires obedi- 
ence or submission to the powers that are, without which. 
no order could possibly exist... Hear it all ye Pagans! 
Mahommedans! Papists! Every body! 

“This does not—prevent—reformation,”’ &e. Never- 
theless, if any shall not agree to this “binding”--be 
“bound’’—‘‘obey and submit,”” we will excommunicate 
him. Think of that! Q. 


INVESTIGATOR. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
THOUGHTS ON THE TERMS, PRIEST AND 
PRIESTHOOD. 


Mr. Editor,—1 took the liberty, in a former number 
of your paper, in answering an inquiry of one of your 
correspondents, namely; ‘fis there, in the New Testa- 
ment, any passage where the term priest is applied to 
the minister of the gospel?” to offer a few thoughts on 
the important subjects connected with that inquiry. Al- 
though I had not, at that time, and with reference to 
that subject, as critically examined every passage where 
the term is to be found as | have done since; yet, I did 
not hesitate to say, that there is no passage in the New 
Testament, which would justify the application of the 
term to the minister of Jesus Christ. And now, upon 
a close and particular inspection of every place where 
the word, in any of its modifications, occurs, I find 1 
was perfectly correct. The term Priest is to be found 
11 times in the singular, and 16 times in the plural num- 
ber—the phrase High Priest, 36 times in the singular, 
and three times in the plural number—and the term 
Priesthood, seven times in the New Testament. And 
it is worthy of remark, that although the sacred writers 
speak of the High Priest, and the priests under the law, 
and apply these titles to the Lord Jesus Christ, and even 
some of them apply the term priests to the saints on 
earth, Rev. 1. 6. and to saints in a future state of 
blessedness, Rev. xx. 6. vet not one of them ever ap- 
plies the term priest to themselves, or represents them- 
selves, or their successors in the work of the ministry, 
as being entitled to assume that distinguishing appella- 
tion. And what is still more worthy of notice is, that 
while St. Peter, who is corsidered by the Roman Catho- 
lic church, to have been the first bishop of Rome, no 
where uses the term priest with reference either to him- 
self, his fellow apostles, or the ministers of the gospel, 
yet he twice applies the term priesthood to the laity or 
the private members of the church. 1. Pet. ll ch. 5. 9. 
Is it not strange, that that denomination of christians 
should be so inconsistent as to depart from his example, 
whom they consider their first bishop, and from whom 
they profess to derive the power of the keys. But it 
was necessary, it would seem, to claim the title for their 
clergy, in order to support the doctrine of the sacrifice 
of the Mass or transubstantiation. 

To those of your readers who are not conversant with 
ecclesiastical history, cr are not well acquainted with 
the doctrines of the church of Rome, there may be 
some ambiguity, some mystery, something unintelligible 
in the term transubstantiation. They may suppose it 
impossible for any well informed person to believe in a 
doctrine, alike repugnant to scripture, to reason, and to 
our senses. Hence they may think, that we intend to 
convey some other meaning than what our words, liter- 
ally taken, are calculated to convey, when we inform 
them that the church of Rome, by the doctrine of the 
sacrifice of the Mass, believes and declares that Jesus 
Christ is offered up afresh, by the priest, as often as he 


performs the ceremony of transubstantiation. The lan- 
guage of the ecclesiastics of that church, is, however, 
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METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


sufficiently explicit upon this subject. They say: “The | 


Mass is the principal office of the new law; in which, 
under the appearance of bread and wine, the Redeemer 
of the world is offered up in an unbloody manner, upon 
our altars, as a true, proper, and propitiatory sacrifice 
for the living and the dead. It is not a different sacri- 
fice from that of the cross: for the victim in each is the 
same. Sacrifice consists in the production of the victim, 
its oblation by*a lawful minister, and a destructive 


- change being made therein. The person who performs 


the act of sacrifice, is called a priest,—the place on 
which it is performed, an altar. In the Mass, Christ is 
the victim: he is produced by the consecration, which 
by the power of God, and the institution of the Re- 
deemer, and the act of the priest places the body and 
blood of Christ under the appearance of bread and wine 
upon the altar; then the priest makes an oblation of this 
victim to the eternal Father for the people. Let it, 
therefore, be remembered, that the mass is not a naked 
form of prayer, by using which we merely intreat God’s 
mercy: it is a sacrifice in which the flesh and blood of 
Christ are produced and offered up on our behalf.” 


Such is the doctrine of the church of Rome as de- 
creed by her councils, and published in her books of de- 
votion. And although some of your readers may not 
know that the church of England is charged by some 
Romish ecclesiastics with holding the same doctrine; 
yet, as we stated in a former communication, this is the 
fact, and the charge is founded upon three grounds;—Ist, 
Upon the positive avowal of the real presence by some of 
her dignitaries. 2nd. Upon the language used in her 
communion service;—and 3rd. Upon the posture in 
which the communicant receives the sacrament, to wit: 
kneeling. 

To perceive the justness and force of these arguments, 
let us recur to history. Shortly after the Reformation 
had found its way into England, in the reign of Edward 
VI. “a committee, consisting of two arch-bishops, seven- 
teen bishops—and six doctors of divinity, was appointed 
to examine and reforin the offices of the church. They 
began with the sacrament of the eucharist, in which 
they made but little alteration, leaving the office of the 
mass as it stood, only adding to. it so much as changed it 
into acommunion of both kinds. In reforming the other 
offices they examined and compared the Romish Missals 
of Sarum, York, Hereford, Bangor, and Lincoln; and out 
of them composed the morning and evening service, al- 
most in the same form as it stands at present. It would 
have obviated many objections, if the committee had 
thrown aside the mass book, and composed an uniform 
service in the language of scripture, without any regard 
to the church of Rome; but this they were not aware 
of, or the times would not bear it.”” Burnet’s His. Ref. 
vol. 2, pa. 51. Neale’s His. of the Puritans, vol. 1. pa. 
95. 96. “In the reign of Queen Elizabeth, a committee 
of divines was appointed to review King Edward’s 
liturgy. Their instructions were to strike out all 
offensive passages against the Pope; they according- 
ly struck out the following: ‘From the tyranny of the 
Bishop of Rome and all his detestable enormities, good Lord 
deliver us.’ The Rubrick that declared, that by kneeling 
at the sacrament no adoration was intended to any cor- 
poral presence of Christ, was also expunged.”— 
Ibid, pa. 177. 

It is well known, I presume, to vour Methodist read- 
ers, that Mr.. Wesley abridged the church of England 
prayer book for his societies in America, and that it was 
used by the preachers, fora few years after its intro- 
duction. But it may not be generally known, that the 
prayer book which he abridged, and the communion ser- 
vice which the M. E. Church now uses in her book of 
discipline, is substantially the same that was established 
by Parliament in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. If the 
Roman Catholics, then, should prefer the same charges 
against the M. E. Church which they have eg 
against the church of England, we wonder What her 
doctors of divinity would say toit. If they deny the 
charges, let them tell us what they mean by saying, 
“Grant us to eat the flesh of thy dear son Jesus Christ, 
and to dr.nk his blood, that our sinful souls and bodies 
may be made clean through his death.” And again: 
“the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which was given for 
thee, &c. take eat, &. The blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ which was shed for thee, &c. take drink,” &c.— 
Does not this language countenance the doctrine of the 
real presence in the sacrament? We think it does. Your 
church, therefore, (we mean the Methodist Protestant 
Church) has done well to alter the communion service, 
whereby she has freed herself from the charges made 
against the church of England by Roman Catholics.— 
And it is a pity, when she was reforming, that she did 
not sweep away every remnant of exceptionable usage, 
by prescribing, for her members, some other posture 
than that of kneeling, in the receiving of the sacrament. 
For we think no one who calmly and impartially con- 


siders the subject will say that kneeling was the posture | 
in which the disciples of Jesus first received the sacra- 
ment, or that it was the attitude in which the primitive 
christians commemorated the sufferings of their risen 
and triumphant Saviour. 

That the custom of kneeling grew out of the sacrifice 
of the mass, we think is plain, from two considerations. 

First, the custom was contemporaneous with the pro- 
mulgation of the doctrine of the real presence;—and, 
secondly, the belief of the real presence was calculated 
to produce that adoration which is claimed for the Sa- 
viour exclusively. ‘‘Wherefore God also hath highly 
exalted him,and given him a name which is above every 
name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow.” 
Phil. 1]. 9. 10. Kneeling implies adoration: the simple 
elements of bread and wine, say the Catholics, are not 
to be adored:—adoration implies transubstantiation. Let 
those who can refute this train of reasoning do it. 

But there is another point in the communication of 
“S.”> on which we have not, as yet, bestowed a single 
remark. He says: “If ministers are not priests I would 
gladly know on what ground rests their title to be ex- 
clusive law-givers?”? And does this intelligent and sharp 
sighted correspondent suppose, that if the itinerant 
preachers of the M. E. Church were to assume the ap- 
pellation of priests, they would therefore be entitled to 
make laws for the laity? We cannot believe that this is 
his meaning. We think we can perceive in his pithy 
and sententious mode of argumentation, a more liberal 
doctrine and a juster principle. It matters not then 
whence we derive the term, whether we consider it, as 
some do, a corruption of the French word Pretre, which 
they say comes from Presbuteros, an elder—or whether 
with Parkhurst we derive iereus, priest, from ieros, 
sacred, in neither case is the priest entitled to make 
laws for the laity,—neither in virtue of his piety, nor in 
virtue of his title. Indeed the church of Rome, whose 
ministers are called priests, and whose chief bishop is 
considered as a temporal prince, and as such maintains 
his standing armies, has not a single syllable in her mass- 
book that relates to any other subject than spiritual ex- 
ercises, or matters of devotion. Nor do her clergy pre- 
tend to meddle with ‘‘the raising of supplies,” or the 
choosing of trustees for her chapels, or securing her pro- 
perty by deeds of settlement. The prayer book of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the U. States, is also a 
book of pure devotion. No secular matters disfigure its 
pages; while the book of discipline of the Methodist E. 
Church presents such a strange motley of things pertain- 
ing to Heaven, and things pertaining to earth, that it 
would be difficult to decide, from the quantity of matter 


‘relating to each, from the claims of her bishops to over- 


see and control the temporal as well as spiritual affairs of 
the church, and from the zeal manifested by the preach- 
ers in enforcing every particle of law relating to the 
former as well as the latter, whether her ‘‘divinely au- 
thorized expounders” had declared on the side of God, 
or on the side of mammon. 


A. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


THE GARRULOUS. 


Garrulity is an effusion of prolix and unpremeditated 
discourse. The garrulous man happening to sit beside 
one with whom he has no acquaintance, begins by re- 
counting the various excellences of his wife; then he 
says, that last night he dreamed a dream, which he nar- 
rates at length; this leads him to mention, one by one, 
the dishes that were placed within his reach at supper. 
By this time his tongue has gained velocity in going, and 
he proceeds in a loftier strain: ‘Alas!’ saith he, ‘how 
much more depraved are the men of our times than were 
their ancestors! and what a price has corn fallen to now 
in the markets! and how the city swarms with strangers! 
By the time the bacchanalia are over, the sea will be 
covered again with ships: should it please Heaven, just 
now, tosend rain, it would be a vast blessing to the 
wheat.’ 

Anon he announces his determination to farm his own 
land the ensuing year. ‘But how hard is it,’ says he, ‘in 
these times to get a living! I must tell you, being, as I 
perceive, a stranger, that it was Damippus who display- 
ed the largest torch at the late festival. By the bye, can 
you tell me, now, how many pillars there are in the 
Odeum? Yesterday I was sick: hem! What day of the 
month is this?’ 

If you will bear with a fellow of this sort, he will 
never let you go: for rather than talk should fail, he will 
inform you of all the festivals that happen throughout 
the year, gravely telling you, that in September is cele- 
brated the feast in honour of Ceres: in October, the 
Apaturia; the rural Bacchanalia, in December; and so 


forth. But if you would not be hurried into a fever, 


you must shake him off, and make your escape as fast as 
possible. In truth it is hard to consort with those who 
have no perception of what is proper, either to moments 
of relaxation, or to hours of business. 


THE CHRISTIAN MOTHER'S LAMENT. 
(From Strickland’s Poems.) 

Ah! cold at my feet thou art sleeping, my boy, 

And I press on thy pale lips, in vain, the fond kiss; 
Earth opens her arms to receive thee, my joy, 

And all I have suffered was nothing to this: 
The day-star of hope, ’neath thy eyelids is sleeping, 
No more to arise, at the voice of my weeping. 


Oh! how art thou changed, since the light breath of 
morning, 
Dispelled the soft dew-drops in showers from the tree, 
Like a beautiful bird, my lone dwelling adorning, 
Thy smiles called up feelings of rapture in me; 
I thought not the sunbeams.all brightly that shone 
On thy waking, at eve, would behold me alone! 


The joy that flashed out from those death-shrouded eyes, 
That laughed in thy dimples, and brightened thy cheek, 

Is quenched—but the smile on thy pale lip that lies, 
Now tells of a joy that no language can speak. 

The fountain is sealed, the young spirit at rest, 

Ah! why should I mourn thee, my loved one—my blest! 


THE COW-TREE. 

It was stated a short while ago, in the papers, that a 
person had arrived from Columbia, bringing with him 
some specimens of this curious tree. We now find, by 
an American paper, that a bottle of the juice, and a 
piece of the bark, have been reteived at the Harvard 
University, from Mr. Litchfield, the American Consul at 
Puerto Cabellé. This milk was taken from a tree about 
seven feet in circumference, and one hundred and forty 
feet in height. It is white, and bears a close resem- 
blance to cow’s milk, or rather cream. By exposure to 


the air, it becomes brown, and, by drying, it is changed 


into wax, which burns with a pure and strong light. The 
odour and taste of the milk are like those of our sour 
cream. Humboldt and other travellers have described 
the cow-tree; the milk flows from incisions made in the 
trunk. ‘ The natives and negroes go to the trees in the 
morning, and fill vessels; some drink the milk under 
the tree, and others carry it to their children. The trees 
near the road, are full of incisions made by travellers, 
who appease their hunger and their thirst with the milk. 


A RETROSPECT OF YOUTH. 


Oh! bright were the days of my youth, 
As they rapidly glided away: 

When my heart was the mirror of truth, 
And my path was illum’d by her ray: 
When I knew not the guile of the world, 

Nor saw its enticements displayed, 
The banner of hope was unfur!’d, 
In brightness and beauty arrayed. 


And I deem’d that this banner alone 
Should ever move over my head: 

That my heart should be purity’s throne, 
And vice should be harmless or dead. 

But the days of my manhood are come, 
And the dream of my youth-time is o’er; 

Disappointment and care are my doom, 
And my trials are greater and more. 


Oh! bright were the scenes that appear'd, 
Illusive, alas! though they proved; 
And gladsome the hopes that I rear’d, 
Though they drooped as their soil was removed: 
If I tasted the bitter at all, 
The drop would envalue the sweet; 
And pleasure was there at my call, 
I fear’d not—I knew not deceit. 


And I fancied the stream of my life 

Would ever thus calmly flow on, 
Undisturbed by the rapids of strife, 

And of passion’s storms, for here were none. 
But the days of my manhood are come, 

And the dream of my youth-time is o’er: 
Life’s current is whitened with foam, 

And the surges are loud in their roar. 


Then guide me, thou God of my sire; 
My errors in mercy forgive: 
With wisdom and virtue inspire, 
In faith, hope, and love, let me live: 
J, poverty, ask not, or wealth, 
Lest either should lead me astray: 
I ask not for sickness or health; 
But, ah! for thy blessing I pray. 
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NARRATOR. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
NO. HW. 


BTHELIA SOMMERVILLE, OR, THE YOUNG CON- 
VERT. 


An interval of some weeks occurred, before I had an 
opportunity of seeing my friend, as I was called from 
town by business in the country. Upon my return, | 
embraced the first leisure hour, to enquire after her 
health and progress in her polemical studies. She was 
sitting in the parlour, alone, and amusing herself with a 
harp, whose harmonious strings seemed to be perfectly 
obedient to the airy_and well-guided touch of her fingers. 
The air was one of those Sweetly-pensive songs, which 
steal imperceptibly upon the soul, and captivate by the 

tency of their spell. I approached with a smile, and 
immediately asked if she were pleased with the company 
af the Doctors, to whom I had lately introduced her. 
She replied in the playfulness of her fancy, that they 
were gentlemen of sound sense, extensive erudition, solid 
piety and amiable tempers, but their lucubrations were 
too strongly tinctured with the spirit of the schools, to 
be very interesting to an unclassic female; but she, how- 
ever, was indebted to me for their beneficial admoni- 
tions. My heart bounded at the utterance of the last 
words, asl immediately inferred, that deism had not dar- 
ed to intrude his hideous form into the sanctuary of her 
heart, since our last interview. 

I was not long left to mere uncertain conjecture, in 
this momentous concern, but interestingly entertained 
with an entire history of her experience even to detailed 
minuteness. Erroneous impressions had not only been 
removed, but fuller and more sublime views of the reli- 
gion of Jesus had been ably and forcibly presented to 
hermind. She had been enabled, by the co-assisting il- 
luminations of the Holy Spirit, to discover the dire sin- 
fulness of the human heart, even in its most innocent 
character, and in its utter incapacity of spiritual enjoy- 
ment, without complete and sanctifying regeneration. 
The character of angels and redeemed spirits had been 
so glowingly exhibited, and set in such bold contrast, by 
the spirit of wisdom and truth, with the character of 
sinners, that she accurately perceived the infinite dispro- 
portion between their refined natures and the corrupt, 
sin-stained souls of men. These convictions of human 
misery and sin had not passed away, like an unpleasant 
dream, but, excited a noble and determined purpose in 
her mind, to seek pardon at the altar of grace. Her 
soul was still unblessed, as her sins were unforgiven. 

Ethelia, like many others, had erringly imagined that 
forgiveness depended on the merit of good works, and 
therefore had not expected it as the boon of sovereign 
grace, undeserved on the part of man, but liberally of- 
fered on the easy conditions of, ‘‘ask and receive, believe 
and live.”” She did not know, that our pious thoughts 
and charitable dispositions are all produced by the hea- 
venly influence of the Holy Spirit, and that we cannot 
Justly consider ourselves the authors of any rewardable 
action. 

‘‘We” I said, ‘‘are indeed commanded to repent, to for- 
sake our sins, but the very ground-work of repentance is 
formed of the Holy Spirit, as he alone can illumine the 
darkness of the sou!, and disclose its ruinous depravity. 
We then must approach the mercy seat, with an over- 
powering consciousness of our own turpitude, and moral 
inability to escape its destructive effects, by self-worthi- 
ness; with a corresponding belief in the all-sufficiency of 
Christ to deliver from pollution and guilt. When we 
come to God in this manner, renouncing all self-depend- 
ence, all spiritual pride, all reliance upon human power 
for salvation, we then can claim, with warrantable as- 
surance, all the rich and magnificent promises of the 
Gospel.” 

She listened with deep attention to my advice, as she 
was determined to become an experimental christian at 
all events. 

We had been conversing so long upon this engaging 
and important subject, that we were unconscious of the 
flight of time, and did not perceive that the shades of 
evening were mantling the city. As I was about to de- 
part, she feelingly requested me to call] in a few days, as 
she had some mournful tidings to communicate. 1 
promptly promised to attend to her request, and return 
the next evening. 

The morrow came: it was one of those heavy black 
days, that press sorrowfully upon the animal spirits, and 
seem to stagnate the very life spring of the body. Huge 
sombre clouds rolled in shapeless masses before the 
blasts of the furious gale, and at frequent and short in- 
tervals, the loud-pealing thunder sent its voice through 
the gloomy cope, while the vivid lightning disparted the 
black canopy with arrowy lines or fired the whole scene 
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with a bright, quick-spreading flash. My mind was 
much affected by the incidents of the day, and it requir- 
ed all my stoicism, and much more grace than I possess- 
ed, to prevent melancholy from throwing her dark veil 
over my soul. 

The day was a befitting prelude to the communication 
which I was about to hear. Although the evening was 
rainy, it was not stormy, and the streets could be walked 
without much inconvenience. I hastened to my friend, 
whom I found at a front window, looking musingly on 
the bustling scenery of the active populace, with her eye 
frequently upturned to the cloud-concealed sky. The 
volume of her features expressed emotions, that a poet's 
fancy could not competently portray in his happiest mo- 
ments of inspiration. A strange assemblage of ease and 
perturbation—joy and sorrow—resignation and unbid- 
den fretfulness—hope and despair, sat upon her intellig 
gent face. A sudden paleness overspread her cheek, 
and her eye, suffused with a heart-sprung tear, gleamed 
with unusual lustre, as I received the hand of welcome. 
Every accompanying circumstance evinced an appear- 
ance of mournful sympathy, and contributed largely to 
increase the pressure of her affliction. Her piano was 
open, the book unclosed, and the polished ivory keys 
seemed tu invite the kiss of those light and flexile fingers, 
whose skilful and gentle impressions had often roused 
the spirit of music from her quiet repose in the unbreath- 
ing bosom of the full-toned instrument. But the lyre of 
Orpheus, strung to the most wooing melody, would have 
been incapable of conveying transient delight to her 
heart, torn by the violent contentions of diversified feel- 
ings. Remorse for past offences against her Saviour, 
superadded:to painful compassion for her loved Father, 
bowing under the weight of accumulating years and mul- 
tiplying misfortunes, was scarcely endurable by her deli- 
cate constitution. 

She immediately introduced the subject of her prom- 
ised communication, by handing me a schedule of the 
personal property of her father, advertised for sale. 
‘“‘Mr. Perryman,” (she added,) ‘‘you have long been an 
acquaintance of the family, and have lately sustained 
the nearer relation of friend: 1 feel no hesitancy, there- 
fore, in apprising you of the shattered condition of my 
father’s mercantile establishment. If his ill fortune had 
resulted from his own mismanagement or profligacy, I 
might feel less free in developing his condition, as I 
would then discover his weakness. But his losses pro- 
ceeded from the genuine liberality of his soul, that could 
not brook the idea of disobliging his neighbours by with- 
holding his endorsements, when they were respectfully 
solicited. Thus, without any anticipation, he has become 
responsible for such claims, as his property even ata 
fair valuation, can scarcely satisfy; and we are cast down 
to the dust. This, with the burning sorrows of my 
heart, seems to be snapping the filaments of lile, aud 
hurrying me to the land of silence.” 


At this moment, Mr. Sommerville entered the room, 
with a countenance rigid with distress, yet expressive 
of true hospitality. ‘Your visitis very welcome,”’ ob- 
served he, ‘‘tand I should have been pleased, if you 
could have come at an earlier hour in the afternoon, as 
I was then at leisure and could have enjoyed your socie- 
ty: but I have now to attend some painful and undelaya- 
ble business, and hope you will excuse me.” As he re- 
tired from the room, Ethelia listened to the sounds of 
his swiftly receding steps, and when she was satisfied 
that he had got upon the street, she resumed her unfin- 
ished narration. | 

‘J am not very apt to gaze upon the dark scenes of 
life,and sink into inactive hopelessness, but, when I look 
upon my Father, who has always lived in competent cir- 
cumstances and enjoyed many of the accommodations 
of higher life, my spirits shrink from a view of the 
poignant mortification which he must unavoidably en- 
dure. You know, that the unthinking and gossiping 
world will be prompt in circulating the story of his mis- 
fortunes, and the more it becomes public, the more ag- 
gravated and distorted will be the details. A thousand 
fingers, tipped with envy’s gall, will discolour facts and 
interweave the whole history with many injurious mis- 
representations, their busy fancies will create. And 
though these false statements might not affect a healthy 
mind, conscious of unwavering moral horesty in its inter- 
courses with mankind, yet they will keenly afflict the 
mind of my Father, long unnerved by the assaults of a 
distressing physical malady, though his rectitude is un- 
censurable.”’ 

“I think, sometimes,’ she continued, ‘‘that my reso- 
lution would be inadequate to sustain my drooping spi- 
rit, under this oppressing calamity, were it not braced 
up by the strong, imperishable hope, that the Gospel 
offers to every penitent. In it we are taught, that all 
that will, may come, and refresh themselves with the 
waters of life, that they that trust in God, shall never 
be confounded,—that though the young lions lack food, 


275 


yet God will provide for his children,—that he will give 
grace and glory, and no good will He withhold from 
them that walk uprightly.” 

‘These, I now realize to be invaluable and eternal le- 
gacies, that have been secured to us by the death of 
Christ; and they form a bright constellation, which, I 
hope, will irradiate my future pathway and pilot me 
safely over the dark and boisterous billows of Jordan.— 
Much of my moral disquietude has been dispersed, and 
I feel a delightful premonition of happier days to come, 
when Jesus shall refresh my parched soul with the 
dews of his spirit and the showers of his grace. It is 
surprising that I should have lived so many years in per- 
fect unconsciousness of my miserable, unregcnerate 
condition, and of the glorious privileges, which we are 
all invited to enjoy by the religion of the Bible. I have 
travelled through all the haunts of earth's innocent 
amusements, and woo’d pleasure in her various forms 
and many-coloured robes, but never could overtake the 
guileful and hollow-hearted being. Her cup has fre- 
quently been presented to my lips, but her potions, 
though sweet to the taste, are at last bitter and poison- 
ous. Sometimes, in moments of high excitement, when 
I have been threading the mazy dance, in the midst of 
youth, beauty, and fashion, 1 have involuntarily joined 
in the general eulogy, passed upon the ball and the 
rich repast of pleasure which it brought to the soul.— 
But a few hours of cool reflection would dispel the de- 
lusion, and expose the unsatisfied vacancy of my rest- 
less heart. ‘These were gross, migratory, and uncom- 
forting enjoyments,—such as never could elevate the 
moral faculties of the soul, or increase and embellish 
the energies of the mind.” 

“This,” I remarked, ‘‘is the nature of all earthly 
joys, because God designs, by the transcience of their 
duration and the modicum of pleasing influence which 
they possess, to lead us to more durable and intense de- 
light. You will, therefore, I hope, carry out your holy 
purposes, until you shall drink of the stream of that 
joy, that gladdens the heart of angels. You are now 
in the vestibule of Religion’s glorious temple, and the 
holy spirit is inviting you to come and accept the badge 
of pardon, which the angel of mercy offers to your ac- 
ceptance, from the blood-stained altar of reconciliation. 
Be not discouraged, though adversity may lower and 
threaten to blast you with the fury of its bolts, for the 
shield of Omnipotence shall be placed over your head, 
which the darts of Satan, though shot with all the yio- 
lence of infernal malice, shall never penetrate.” 

“Indeed,” she replied, “Mr. Perryman, I have much 
need of heavenly consolation and aid, to meet, with sus- 
taining fortitude, the afflictive catastrophe, which is 
about to occur. In a few days, our property will be sold, 
and we expect to retire to a small tenement in the 
country, should it escape the hammer of the autioneer. 
An entire severance of all my tenderest associations must 
happen, as I shall be compelled to leave the place of 
my nativity—bright with innumerable reminiscences of 
childish sports and youthful amusements. Every room 
and almost every brick in the house is a familiar ac- 
quaintance, and has shared some degree of my regard. 
This may be a weakness, but I hope it is not censurable. 
My dear piano, too, must be sold, whose well known 
finger board has become like the face of a pleasant friend 
to my soul, and has often cheered many gloomy hours, 
by its rich music. It is the instrument upon which my 
mother used to play, when I, a light hearted, prattling 
girl, had just begun to run over the gamut. I frequently 
fancy, when Iam reciting one of her favorite pieces, 
that I hear her sweet voice, accompanying the notes 
with delightful symphony. You are not surprised, then, 
at my strong attachments, to so inconsiderable an object, 
since you know its history. My harp will attend me in 
exile, as the liberality of our creditors would not deprive 
me of this beguiler of my sorrows.” 

A lon pause succecded this commendable expression 

of delicate feeling, and 1 deemed it obtrusive to offer 
any topic of solace. Such grief was too resistless in 
its course, to be obstructed by human effort; I therefore 
suppressed the mighty emotions that struggled strongly 
in my heart, and ardently desired wealth enough to 
preserve this amiable family from the distresses of com- 
paratively unaccommodated indigence. My wishes 
were idle, I was poor and could offer no assistance. 
With these painful feelings, | walked thoughtfully 
homeward, commiserating alternately the misfortunes of 
man, and adoring God for his boundless beneficence, in 
making provision for his comfort even in the most heart- 
rending deprivations. USELMA. 


PRESENT BLESSINGS UNDERVALUED. 
Like birds, whose beauties languish, half conceal’d, 
Till, mounted on the wing, their glossy plumes 
Expanded, shine with azure, green and gold, 


How blessings brighten as they take their flight! 
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BALTIMORE: 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 1831. 


AN EXPOSITION OF THE LATE CONTROVERSY IN 
THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, &c. 
By Samuel K. Jennings, M. D. 

This, emphatically, is an age of reformation. Scarce- 
ly has the third of a century gone; yet have we magni- 
ficent events, enougl: to fill volumes. On every side, we 
behold so much disaffection and agitation, so high as- 
pirings and ardent struggles after some unattained ex- 
cellence, real or imaginary, that we cannot help conclud- 
ing the world is either waxing wise in its old age, or be- 
ginning to be afflicted with the capricious longings of 
dotage. 

If we suppose all wisdom to have dwelt with the 
aged, and perfection with the men of other days, we 
may pronounce that, a hair-brained and vicious zeal 
which is so generally urging mankind to demolish the 
political and ecclesiastical institutions of their fathers, 
that they may build up fabrics after their own hearts.— 
But, if we acknowledge human intellect to be progres- 
sive in its character, and that, by the dispersion of the 
mists of prejudice, and rending asunder the shackles of 
authority, it at length has acquired power to discern and 
boldness to declare the imperfection and inaptitude of 
established customs and opinions, then have we reason 
to rejoice at the superior sagacity of the men of this 
generation;—even though they should, at the hazard of 
social attachments and present enjoyments, warmly set 
about the task of reforming their condition and cir- 
cumstances. 

For our own part, in most of the contests between 
people and authority, we own ourselves to be on the 
side of the former; because we believe them oftener 
sinned against than sinning—more frequently radically 
wronged in their dearest rights, than wrong in their 
doings. Who does not know that, though arrived at a 
maturity of age, intellect and knowledge, a large pro- 
portion of mankind has been too long retained in a kind 
of pupillary vassage under the strict and stern guardian- 
ship of self-arrogated despotism? And what wonder, 
that, weary at length of their ignominious servitude, 
and ashamed of their degradation, men have begun to 
spurn at the unhallowed domination of the few and to 
take upon their own shoulders the government of them- 
selves? 

Herein is our rejoicing. A more glorious day is 
dawning upon the world, and the people are breaking 
down their prison walls, that they may come forth and 
enjoy the fulness of its blessings. The sun of universal 
Freedom is climbing to his meridian, the gloryand joy 
of the whole earth: cursed be he, who would shadow its 
brightness or stand between the light and his fellow. 

It might be deemed an evidence of bad taste, to talk 
of the internal commotions of a religious community in 
these United States, in connexion with the grave and 
momentous struggles we have lately witnessed in Eu- 
rope. Religionism now-a-days, does not so’ materially 
influence political affairs, as it once did;—nor, in this 
country, (where, thank God! Church and State are rot 
identified in their interests,) do hierarchical revolutions 
involve consequences of so great magnitude, as where 
contrary circumstances obtain. 

Nevertheless, even here, the lover of liberal princi- 
ples may unexpectedly find his feelings wonderfully en- 

gaged in ecclesiastical disputes; and from these the 


| philosophic inquirer may gather much for fruitful medi- 


tation. Hence, without affecting to throw around the 
history of any church polity in our country, a garb of 
ostentatious importance, we would not have the patriot 
or politician totally disregard such history,—especially, 
if, in the account it may furnish of changes and conten- 
tions and reformations, principles should be involved, 
connected with the paramount rights of humanity. It 
is true, the infliction of imprisonment, death, or banish- 
ment, is beyond the power of a merely ecclesiastical 
authority; but, the wounding of the heart, the torturing 
of the finer sensibilities of the soul, the tearing up of 
the most endearing attachments, the estrangement of 
friends, the contumely of enemies, the withering of a 
good character, exclusion from the oft-visited house of 
God and its blessed privileges;—these, these are the 
penalties a church’s vengeance can inflict on its victim. 
Alas! how many in our own community can bear witness 
to the truth of all this! So that, even in this country, 
excommunication is not so trivial a circumstance to the 
pious, as the ungodly and profane may imagine. 


We may remark, it is quite unwise to suppose that a 

religious people, as a sect, can have no influence on the 
welfare or politics of a state. On the connexion of re- 
ligion and its various modifications, with government, we 
may, hereafter, take occasion to say something: at pre- 
sent, we would enly observe that, when a church com- 
prises in her communion a half million of people, and, 
in her congregation, one fifth of the population of a 
country, he is a neglector of his duty, who omits to look 
into her system of operations, carefully notice the 
changes in her economy, and watch the conduct of her 
leading men. 
The Methodist Episcopal Church, then, should attract 
the attention of all classes of people. According to a 
late writer, in America she numbers, in her communion, 
476,000 persons; under her influence, 2,500,000; her 
Itinerant preachers amount nearly to 2000, and her in- 
crease in one year was 36,000. 

The government of this church is one of the most cu- 
rious species of moral mechanism, that can be contem- 
plated. It may be termed an itinerant, ecclesiastical 
aristocracy, consisting at this time of about 2000 per- 
sons, preachers of the gospel. These persons, beside 
the spiritual offices with which they*are clothed by the 
New Testament, assume the right to be lords and law- 
givers in the Church of Christ;—on the ground that the 
peculiar system of labour they have adopted, (Itiner- 
ancy,) renders such assumption necessary. For this 
purpose, they assemble annually in different Confer- 
ences, and quadrennially by their delegates ina General 
Conference, to establish such rules and regulations for 
themselves and a half million of members, as they may 
deem proper. After this, they go out into the highways 
and hedges, (that is, their circuits,) and, doffing their 
legislative character, assume an executive one; making 
known their laws to their people and compelling obe- 
dience on the penalty of expulsion. Nevertheless, 
should a case occur, for which there is neither Jaw nor 


precedent, their will is the law, and their mandate 
execution. 


A few years ago, certain men, whom reformers call, 
liberal and enlightened, but whom their opponents stig- 
matize, as sowers of dissension, and ambitious schisma- 
tics, arose in the church and began to call in question 
the anomalous power of their clerical rulers. They 
verily believed, that as the ministry has peculiar rights, 
so also has the membership; and that as the latter can- 
not legislate for the former, so the former has no right 
to legislate for the latter. They, therefore, proposed 
that the principle of an equitable representation from 
the whole church, should be conceded by those in 
power; and enforced the propriety of such concession 
on the grounds of right, Scripture and expediency. It 


‘is not often seen that self-love will freely give up a 


monopoly of that, which contributes to its aggrandize- 
ment; or that power will let go its grasp. Alas! what- 
ever high opinions might have been entertained, of 
the disinterestedness and sanctified affections of Metho- 


dist Episcopal rulers, experience has convinced the 
world, that they are but men. 


The issue of this controversy between right and pre- 
rogative is well known; and its result is witnessed in 
the establishment of a large church, on those principles, 
which constitute alike the foundation of correct civil and 
church polity. It is also known, that a certain pamphlet 
was written to justify the conduct of the authorities of 
the old church in so strangely terminating the contest 
by force instead of argument. In this, it has seemed to 
impartial men, that a fair statement of the proceedings 
and reasons of both parties, is not given;—the motives 
of reformers being uniformly impugned, while the eon- 
duct of their adversaries is never represented otherwise 
than discreet and righteous. 

To approximate, therefore, more nearly to a veracious 
history of the reform controversy, and to correct, as oc- 
casion might offer, the misrepresentations or mistakes of 
the above paper, seems to have been the design of the 
author of the work whose title stands at the head of our 
remarks. 

We will not attempt to forestall the pleasure of the 
reader by large quotations, but will now merely give a 
sketch of the plan pursued by the author. 

The work is divided into an Introduction, two Parts, 
and an Appendix. The introduction is taken up chiefly, 
in estabiishing a previously avowed apinion of the 
writer, that there was a generally pecaere scheme 
in the Methodist Episcopal Church, to expel reform out of 
her borders: and that the principal agent in this con- 
spiracy, so far as Baltimore is concerned, was a certain 
personage, whom it is not necessary to designate. Any 
one who reads this ingenuously, will perceive that its 
author is any thing else but an incautious, a reckless 
writer, dealing in positive assertions, without sufficient 
vouchers. 

In Part, first, the strenuous advocacy of the repre- 
sentative principle, is assigned as the veritabie cause of 
the expulsion of reformers; and by a variety of con- 
siderations, which our limits will not permit us to notice, 
we think the author fully sustains his position. A state- 
ment is also given of the proceedings by which reform- 
ers were expelled in Baltimore and other places: So 
calmly, and at the same time so vividly, does he expose 
the illegality, injustice, irreligion, and cruelty of the 
prosecution, that we cannot but think the bosom of every 
candid, high-minded Methodist will swell with in- 
dignation and his cheek glow with the hot blood of 
shame, as his eye glances over the enduring record of 
such nefarious transactions. But we must repress our 
feelings. In this part, also, he detects and lays open the 
sophistry of the two principal charges, preferred against 
reformers, which were; Ist, abuse and speaking evil 
of ministers; and 2nd, inveighing against the doctrine 
and discipline of the church. 


The Second Part is a review of all those papers, from 
which extracts were made to sustain the two charges, 
just mentioned. It is sometimes only necessary to re- 
store the extracts to their places in the papers, from 
which they were taken, to perceive what laceration 
and distortion of the original sense, had been inflicted 
by the insidious or injudicious dismemberment of the ex- 
tracts. When necessary, the brief explanations of the 
author, concerning the circumstances under which the 
offensive papers were written, and the intentions and 
character of their writers, sufficiently show the futility 
of the prosecution in relying on such evidence for the 
support of their charges. Surely, will every one ex- 
claim, in looking carefully over this portion of the 
work, never had a house a more sandy foundation, if 
the above accusations are grounded on these papers! 


4 
I SSS | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
4) 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


277 


The Appendix consists of remarks on an article, en- 
titled, “Bishop Asbury’s Life,” which appeared in the 
January number of the Methodist Magazine and Quar- 
terly. In our opinion they fully exculpate Dr. Jennings 
from the base insinuations against his character, con- 
tained in that article. 

The work is gotten up with great neatness; and by 
reason of its division into chapters, wears a pleasing as- 
pect of ease and variety. The style is generally vigor- 
ous and spirited, withal diversified. The temper of the 
work is excellent; the most captious of the opposite par- 
ty, must confess, we think, that it is christian-like and 
dignified. Indeed, throughout his whole argument, the 
author seems to rely so much on the integrity of his 
cause, that he can see no necessity for indulging in that 
uneasy querulousness, attempted sarcasm, affected con- 
tempt and exclamatory eloquence, which are the cus- 
tomary helpmeets of weakness and falsehood. 

One half of the work, at least, is entirely original; in- 
deed the whole, in its present dress and connexion, and 
with the accompanying comments and explanations, may 
be styled new. , 

When we remember, that even those, who have par- 
ticipated in the controversy, would find it no easy, nor 
pleasing task to wade through several volumes of a 
weekly periodical, to gain any tolerable view of the 
matter; and when we consider, that in the very nature of 
things, it would have been impossible a few years hence 
to have gathered together a sufficient quantity of mate- 
rials, for ascertaining exactly the circumstances preced- 
ing and attending the establishment of our church;— 
every Methodis< Protestant, at least, will rejoice greatly, 
that by the industry and skill of a single individual, 
such a record of proceedings and arguments, pertaining 
to the reform controversy, has been prepared, as will be 
a convenient, satisfactory, and perpetual vindication of 
reformers, and an abiding confutation of their oppo- 
nents. 

We had thought of selecting from the work, a very 
curious piece of history, concerning the rise of Method- 
ist Episcopacy in this country; but our limits will not per- 
mit. In another number we shall give it a place. 


MOSAIC HISTORY. 


‘‘The Mosaic History of the creation of the world, il- 


_lustrated by discoveries and experiments derived from 


the present enlightened state of science, with reflections 
intended to promote vital and practical religion; by 
Tuomas Woop, A. M. revised and improved by the 
Rev. J. P. Dursin, A. M. professor of languages, Augus- 
ta College, Kentucky.” 

The above is the title of a work, now first published 
in this country, by McElrath and Bangs, N. Y. from the 
second London Edition. , 

We have not had time to read it through carefully, 
therefore can give no positive opinion concering its en- 
tire merit. The plan of the work, obviously enough in- 
dicated by the title, certainly deserves commendation. 
Unfortunately for t.e world, Science and Religion have 
been too often divorced. In such a case, the former, di- 
vested of its real worth and dignity, has come forth, dress- 
ed up in the vile garb of arrogant scepticism, speaking 
‘rreat swelling words of vanity;”’ while the latter has ap- 
peared in the crouching form of trembling superstition, or 
with the coarse features of austere fanaticism. 


Mr. Wood has, therefore, very properly conjoined 
Nature and Religion, Earthly and Heavenly science. In 
the investigation of natural phenomena, he is not con- 
tented with secondary causes and present ends. Dis- 
covering every where the handiwork of infinite intelli- 
genee, he never loses sight of God, as the efficient, 
primal cause of all things; nor does he fail to direct the 
attention of his readers to the ultimate object of crea- 
tion; which is the manifestation of the glory of the Cre- 
ator, in perfecting the happiness of his creatures. 


The American Editor, if we do not mistake, has em- 
bodied in the work, about seventy-seven pages of new 
matter; and judging from the few additional papers we 
have read, we are inclined to think, with the reviser, 
that they are real and interesting improvements. The 
work is printed neatly in an octavo volume of 410 pages. 


There is not a little well-directed satire in the follow- 
ing passage, selected from it:— 


The heathen, who ‘‘did not like to retain God in their 
knowledge, but became vain in their imaginations, and 
their foolish heart was darkened,” were in this respect, 
symbolicgatly represented by the tribe of Owls and Bats, 
and ti i of night, all of which the law pronounc- 
ed to be unclean. In the Owl we have a striking image 
af the sceptic, who loves darkness rather than light, and 
is more proud of his artificial ignorance than any man 
ought to be of the most useful knowledge: who could 
never find Divine truth, because he never loved it; as the 
Owl is offended with that glory which the sun ditfuses 
over the natural creation. As the day has nocharms for 
the Owl, so revealed religion has nothing wise or won- 
derful in its nature and design for the unbelieving phi- 
losopher; who brings with him to the word of God all 
that prejudice with which the Owl] fltes out of its retreat 
intothe sun-shine. Yet he has his admirers; as the hoot- 
ing of the Owl is music in the earsof another of the same 
species. This emblematical bird, when exposed to the 
light of the sun against his will, lets down a conspicuous 
membrane over his eyes, to guard them from the incon- 
venient splendor of the orb of day; as the infidel drawsa 
dark veil of evil reasonings and blasphemous objections 
over his heart, to intercept and weaken the etlulgent 
rays of heavenly truth. The Owl has a natural aversion 
from the light; and if he breaks through his ordinary rule, 
and settled habit, so as to appear in the day-time, he is 
pursued and reprimanded by other birds, as one that is 
a disgrace to their kind. But the birds which thus ex- 
press their indignation against the Owl, never kill him, 
being unarmed and innoffensive in their nati:re. So an 
infidel should not be put to death for his detestable and 
demoralizing principles; but all Christians should agree 
in giving public notice of him, and showing the world 
what he is. For internal realities do not always comport 
with external appearances. The outward appearance 
of the Owl seems to promise a great degree of gravity 
and wisdom, while its principles and manners are oppo- 
site to the common sense of other birds, and its office in 
the creation reduces it to the rank of acommon mouse- 
trap. So the philosophers it represented made a pom- 
pous display of reason and learning, all of which, so 
far as they applied these to divinity, were no better than 
ignorance and folly. ‘“Professing themselves to be wise, 
they became fools;” and by an unaccountable fatality 
chose this very bird as the emblem of their wisdom; 
which was accordingly held in great veneration at 
Athens, the principal seat of heathen learning, as the 
symbol of Minerva, the tutelar goddess of that city. 


DR. WATER’S ACADEMY. 


The duties of this Seminary were resumed on the 
the Ist Monday in this month. In conducting the 
plan of instruction in this Institution, the strictest atten- 
tion is paid to Analysis on every subject. In the classical 
course, the structure and philosophy of the learned 
languages are fully explained; with due attention to Latin 
and Greek. Prosody, Mythology, Antiquities, and such 
historical and moral illustrations as are necessary to 
make the ditlerent subjects perfectly intelligible to the 
learner, and to assist him in acquiring a pure and classi- 
cal taste. 

Young gentlemen, whose education may not be suffi- 
ciently advanced, wishing to prepare for the study of Di- 
vinity, Law or Physic, can, it is presumed, here enjoy 
every advantage in view of such objects, as, in addition 
to a critical knowledge of the classics, they will be in- 
structed in Mental and Moral Philosophy, Rhetoric, Fo- 
rensic and Sacred Elocution, Logic, Composition, Politi- 
cal Economy, Natural and National Law, &c. &e. 

The quarter will include 12 wecks, and no one will be 
admitted for a shorter time than two quarters, unless by 
express arrangement. 

TERMS: 
$10 per quarter, for the lower branches. 
$12 50 ‘© ~~ for the higher. 

The Modern Languages, at the usual extra rates, books 
and stationary at bookstore prices. 

Situation, in the large and very eligible building on 
St. Paul’s and Courtland streets, erected particularly for 
such purposes by the Rev. Dr. Barry. No pupil will be 
received without a decided certificate of his tractable 
disposition and moral character. 


RILLS MAKE RIVERS, 

At a late Anniversary of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Missionary Society, Rey. Dr. Raffles related the follow- 
ing very instructive and entertaining anecdote of a Welsh 
preacher. Who is able to predict results of small 
beginnings? | 


When I look at the lists of contributions I generally 
find that your large sums are-raised from the small con-— 
tributions of the poor: never let that part é6f your system 
be averlooked. In Liverpool we have many Welsh per- 
sons; and at one of our Missionary meetings we had a 
Welsh Preacher present. For the sake of these Welsh 
people, we thought we would get him to say a few words 
to them; for there is such an expression in their counte- 
nances, such animation, such intonations, that though 
you may not understand one word they say, you cannot 
help feeling. He stood up and addressed them, and 
what he said produced such a powerful effect, that we - 
had the curiosity to ask him what it was that he had said 
to them. “O, I talked to them about the pennies.” 
“The pennies! And whatdid you say about the pennies?” 
“Why,” he said, “I told them, some of you say, ‘We 
cannot give more than a penny a week, and what good 
will a penny do?’ As I came over the hills in my way to 
Liverpool, I saw a little rill; and I said, ‘rill, where are 
you going!’ ‘O, lam going down to the larger stream.’ 
‘Stream, where are you gliding? ‘O, lam gliding to 
large river Mersey.’ ‘Mersey where are you going? 
‘O, Lam going down to Liverpool.’ ‘And what will you 
do at Liverpool? ‘O, 1 shall take the ships out of the 
docks at Liverpool, and carry them out to sea, and there 
I shall toss them about like a feather, and carry them 
away to adistant country; and then, by and by, I shall 
bring them back again laden with the produce of other 
lands.” And so I say, ‘pennies where are you going?’ 
‘O, we are going to the Missionary Association.’ ‘And, 
Shillings, where are you going?’ ‘O, we are going to the 
Missionary Branch Society.’ ‘And, Half-Sovereigns and 
Sovereigns, where are you going?? ‘O, we are going to 
the Auxiliary Missionary Society; and when we get there 
we shall go to London.’ ‘And when you get to London, 
what will you do?? ‘O, we shall take out Missionaries 
and Bibles, and carry them away to the utmost ends of 
the earth, that wherever the face of a Briton is seen, 
Britain’s God and Britain’s Bible may be known and lov- 


ed.’ 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
“Senex,” “Philo Eleutherias,’’ and ‘‘Uselma,’’ shall 
be inserted. 


CAMP MEETINGS. 

There will be a Camp Meeting held for the Methodist 
Protestant Church on Prince William Circuit, to com- 
mence on Friday, the 9th of September, on the camp 
ground of Mr. Fortune, in the county of Prince William, 
state of Virginia, two miles north west of the turnpike, 
leading from Alexandria to Warrenton. 

THERON W. NEWMAN. 


There will be held a Camp Meeting, at Union Chapel, 
in Granville county, N.C., commencing the last day of 
September, (on Friday;) at which time and place, our 
friends are respectfully invited to be present. We have 
two more in contemplation in this circuit, not yet deter- 
mined. Our cause in this state is prospering. I re- 
main, &c. SAMUEL J. HARRIS. 


From the Centreville Times. 


There will be held in the Hibernia Woods, near Cen- 
treviile, Queen Ann’s County, Maryland, a Camp Meet- 
ing of the Methodist Protestants, to commence on Friday, 
the 9th of September, and close the following Wednes- 
day. 

( may seem a little strange to the public that two 
Camp Meetings should be held on the same ground in 
so short a period of time: and some ill-natured persons 
may attribute it to opposition in us. To prevent this we 
will state-a few facts which will relieve us from that 
charge, and will show that we have manifested a spirit 
of accommodation towards the members of the Method- 
ist Church. 

Soon after the Talbot Meeting we determined privately 
among ourselves, that we would have a Camp Meeting 
in the aforesaid Woods the last week of August. Under- 
derstanding however, that the Old Side Methodists had 
fixed on a meeting at the same time, we agreed to post- 
pone ours till September. An aged and respectable 


member of the Methodist Episcopal Church understand- 
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METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


ing that our meeting had been appointed for the same 
time, but had been put off, proposed to a member of the 
Methodist Protestant Church, that the Camp Meetings 
should be united, which was readily consented to by the 
latter. The Methodist Protestants were consulted and 

ed to the arrangements, most cheerfully. A number 
of the members of the other church were also consulted 
and seemed anxious for the union. A formal letter was 
written to the members of the M. E. Church upon the 
subject, witha request that an answer might be given on 
Monday, 8th inst. No answer has yet been received, 
and we suppose no formal reply is intended: but from in- 
timations out of doors, we learn that some of the most 
influential men, together with the Preacher in charge, 
refuse to unite with us. Under these circumstances we 
feel ourselves justified in the eyes of God and man, to 
hold a separate Camp Meeting, to whi¢h however we in- 
vite all Christians, of every name, and shall be particu- 
re — to see our old friends of the Methodist E. 

urch. 


The following is the letter referred to above: 
To the members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, as- 
sembled in Centreville. 


Dear Brethren,—Our brother Fallowfield made a pro- 
ition to me on Thursday last, to unite in a Camp 
Meeting in Hibernia Woods, which I agreed to on the 
spot. Afterwards I saw a number of your members who 
also seemed willing to forget our little differences for 
the general good. I consulted also with the members of 
my own church and found them perfectly willing to 
unite, believing with me, that a union of heart and of ef- 
fort would be productive of great good, in this neighbour- 
hood, and would have a tendency to bring about that 
good feeling which should always subsist between Chris- 
tians of every name. The terms-upon which we are 
willing to unite are as follows—Our Preachers to alter- 
nate in preaching, not a word to be said in the Pulpit or 
in private upon Church government. The converts are 
not to be harrassed upon this subject: but are to unite 
themselves with whatever church they please. I am 
fully persuaded that we can meet you in the spirit of 
love and good feeling. My brethren think so too. With- 
out atall designing to press the subject upon you, I make 
these statements and leave it with yourselves to deter- 
mine whether you will meet us in the spirit and temper 
of the Gospel or not. We feel every disposition to unite 
with you that@t is proper to feel; but not to force our- 
selves upon you without you can receive us in the spirit 
of brotherly kindness. Much good I am persuaded 
would result to the cause of Christ by the union, and 
therefore Iwriteto you. With you will now rest the re- 
sponsibility in this matter. I speak the voice of my 
brethren, and guarantee their free and full consent in 
the premises. If this proposition should be recalled by 
you, we have another to make, and that is to suffer your 
plank, and seats to remain till our Camp Meeting, we 
paying an equal share of the expense, and being accounta- 
ble for half of the loss, &c. 

We wish to know definitively your mind upon the sub- 
ject, on or before next Monday, 10 o’clock, A.M. We 
shall be ready to appoint a Committee of Arrangement 
to confer with any committee you may appoint on either 
proposition. To prevent any misunderstanding we will 
agree that one of your preachers if you desire it shall 
preach on Sunday morning, I assure you most sincerely 
that If am actuated in this matter by a sincere desire to 
promote the glory of God, by shewing to the world that 
although we think differently on minor points, we agree 
in the major ones; and when necessary that we can come 
together as the sheep of one fold, acknowledging the 
same shepherd. This wouid have a salutary influence 
upon the wicked and upon ourselves. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
in the bonds of peace, 
+ x 


Sunday, Aug. 7th. 


N. B. We wish you distinctly to understand that our 
Camp Meeting is not intended at all as a set off to yours. 
It was determined on before we knew you had intended 
to have one in Hibernia, and was appointed for the very 
day in which yours is to commence. We however have 
agreed to postpone ours till after the September election, 
to prevent any further disagreement. 


THE GOOD MAN’S COMFORT IN AFFLICTION. 


The religion of Christ not only arms us with fortitude 
against the approach of evil; but, supposing evils to fall 
upon us with their heaviest pressure, it lightens the load 
by many consolations to which others are strangers. 
While bad men trace, in the calamities with which they 
are visited, the hand of an offended sovereign, Christians 
are taught to view them as the well-intended chastise- 
‘ments of a merciful Father.—Brair. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
NORTH CAROLINA. 
Rock Creek, N. C. Orange Co. Aug. 13, 1831. 


Dear. Brother,—1 promised you sometime past, an ac- 
count of our prospects here as it regards reform. All 
that has been hitherto done, till within a few weeks past, 
was altogether preparatory. We have however, at 
length, commenced organizing societies. A few miles 
west of this place, a most glorious work has been going 
on for some weeks: many have professed to find pardon- 
ing mercy, and many more are anxiously inquiring after 
the Saviour of the world. In this vicinity, at our first 
opening, we received thirteen members, the greater 
number of whom had never belonged to any church, 
though some few of them were seceders from the M. E. 
Church. Afew miles east of this place, we have recently 
organized a small society, consisting of fifteen members, 
some of whom came from the M. E. Church, others, 
from other churches, whilst some were from the world. 
I think, at both places above alluded to, as well as in 
some other neighborhoods not far off, our prospect of in- 
crease is quite flattering; for, with the exception of a 
very small number of the Episcopal Methodists, (who 
have done what they could to prevent our success,) all 
seem heartily to rejoice in our prosperity. 

We have, within the bounds of this (Guilford) Cir- 
cuit, at present, if lam rightly informed, something more 
than two hundred members; about sixty of which num- 
ber, I think, have been received in the space of five or 
six weeks. Thus, you may perceive we are progressing, 
and why not? when every man, who understands our 
cause and reveres in his heart the characteristics of the 
civil government of our thrice happy country, must bid 
us, God speed? 

Yours in the best of bonds, 
‘ ALEXANDER ALLBRIGHT. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
TOUR OF A DISTRICT IN VIRGINIA. 
Norfolk, August 16th, 1831. 


Dear Brother,—I have just returned from a tour of 
near five weeks, and should have been absent a week 
longer, only for the great fall of rain last week, which 
swept away the bridges, and raised the water courses, 
so as to render it difficult, not tosay impossible to travel 
across the country, which was the direction of my ap- 
pointment at that time. 

I was confined at home a few weeks after conference 
by. a pain in my back, but was able to set out early in 
June, at which time I visited Matthew’s circuit; preach- 
ed Saturday and Sunday in Bethesda church (an excel- 
lant house built by brother King,) to large and attentive 
congregations, and on Monday at captain Brooks’s. I 
next visited Smithfield circuit, and preached in Suffolk 
Friday night 17th June, and the two followingdays. On 
Sunday, ordained Dr. Finny an elder, in the presence of 
a large and attentive congregation. In this town we 
have a neat house of worship, which was built the last 
year. On Tuesday the 2lst, preached at Chucketuck, 
in a house erected perhaps the year before Jast. Wed- 
nesday 22d, Hornbridge; here we hada very lively meet- 
ing. Thursday 23d, Smithfield, both noon and night, 
congregations good. Saturday and Sunday, 25th and 
26th, attended the first quarterly meeting for Smithfield 
circuit. We hada gracious time at the sacrament and 
love feast. The congregation, particularly on Sunday, 
was very large and attentive. The 8th, 9thand 10th of 
July, attended a three days meeting at Olivebranch. The 
weather and other circumstances were very unfavoura- 
ble, but the congregation was good on Sunday. On Fri- 
day the 15th July, we commenced a three days meeting 
st Hornbridge, congregations very solemn, and on Sun- 
day very large. After the meeting broke up on Sunday, 
I rode a few miles to brother Dixon Pinners, and preach- 
ed te a very attentive company who had collected for 
the purpose; brother Pinner being afflicted. With this 
very kind family, I remained till Wednesday morning, 
being much wearied by excessive labours. Thursday 
2ist, | preached at Bethel. Friday 22d, we commenced 
a three days meeting at the head of Burwells Bay. We 
took our stand upon the beach, with a high bluff on one 
side, and the water on the other, congregations good, on 
Sunday very large—I think the labour at this place and 
Hornbridge was not in vain. 

On Monday I went to Smithfield expecting to take the 
steam boat on Tuesday, spend that night at home, and 
cross over to Hampton next morning, and proceed up 
that circuit on some appointments which had been made; 
but owing to high winds, the steam boat failed making 
her trip—I was then driven to the necessity of getting an 


open foot boat to carry me across from Smithfield to 


Warrick county, twelve miles, five miles down Pagan 
creek, and seven across James river—when I landed on 
Warrick shore I was a-foot, and about five miles from 
the place where I was to preach that day and the next. 
Dr. Corban, at whose house I landed, after first giving 
me breakfast, gave me a seat in the gig with his lady; 
when we arrived at the church found a very large con- 
gregation. Returned to the doctors’ at night, and 
preached there. Returned to the church the next day, 
and found a still larger congregation. 

Brother Thomson, the superintendent of this circuit, 
put his horse in a double gig which doctor Corban Joan- 
ed us, and we proceeded up the circuit on Friday. On 
Saturday preached to a large congregation in the Qua- 
ker meeting house in the upper end of York county. 
Hence we proceeded on to the Tabernacle in New Kent 
county, where we had an appointment for that night, 
and the two following days. We arrived about dark, 
and finding more people than the meeting house could 
hold, preached out of doors. The next day there were 
as many people as would have filled the house four or 
five times. On Monday we had as many again as could 
get in the house. We consequently preached out of 
doors night and day throughout the meeting, which we 
were compelled, though reluctantly, to break up on Mon- 
day evening. Here we had a good time, many mourners, 
(all men) and it is hoped that three of them obtained 
pardoning mercy. One of whom was.a very worthy 
magistrate of the county. 


by the road side. The people talk of building a house 
in this neighbourhood. On Wednesday, we attended at 
St. Peters’ church, congregation small. Thursday rest- 
ed. Friday we preached under a shade by the road side, 
at a place called Mount Olivet to about seventy persons; 
here a house is begun. Saturday went over to Charles 
City county, to a new meeting house called Hope Well, 
where we found many more than the house could hold. 
Sunday was arainy day, yet we had about seventy out 
to hear the word preached. On Monday we intended to 
go to the city of Richmond, but was prevented by rain. 
Our next aim was to get to a camp meeting in the 
Northerneck, which was to commence on Thursday, the 
11th of August—when we had proceeded on our way as 
far as Frazer’s ferry on the Matuponi, ascertained that it 
would be very difficult, if not impossible to prosecute 
our journey, owing to the high waters and the bridges 
being carried away, and as the rain still continued we 
concluded to make the best of our way to Hampton, 
which place we reached on Saturday the 13th, time 
enough for me to take the steam boat for Norfolk. On 
Sunday, I returned to Hampton and preached at 11 o’- 
clock, and came home in the evening. Next Saturday 
and Sunday I expect to attend a two days meeting at 
Fox Hill about five miles from Hampton—after which, 
my time till towards the last of October, will be taken 
up in attending camp meetings. Upon the whole, we 
have much to encourage us. Our prospect particularly 
on the Hampton circuit is very good. 
who commenced traveling with me, has been stopped by 
affliction, his services would have turned to great ac- 
count. But the Lord does all things well. 
Yours, JOHN FRENCH. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
VIRGINIA. 


Wyoming, Aug. 11th, 1831. 


Dear Brother,—Our Camp Meeting at Allen’s church, 
in the county of Brunswick, closed on Monday the 8th. 
It proved to be a season of refreshing to many precious 
souls. The number of converts was not ascertained in 
consequence of the torrents‘of rain which descended on 
the earth from Saturday evening until Monday morning. 

Allen’s Church was built a few years ago chiefly by in- 
dividuals who made no profession of religion; and from 
all that 1 can Jearn, the first impulse was given by the 
high handed measures of the M. E. Church towards 
reformers. It was built professedly on liberal prin- 
ciples, and it was owing to an invitation given me to 
preach there after I seceded from the M. E. Church that 
it was taken as one of the regular preaching places in 
Petersburg circuit. 

The individuals through whose benevolence the work 
was commenced, were as much ridiculed as if they had 
intended building a ship to sail on dry land; and were 
frequently asked who they supposed would preach in 
their house when finished? When the house was com- 
pleted it was almost immediately occupied by large and 
attentive congregations to whom the ministers of the 
Methodist P. Church have broken the bread of life. 

A class is organized, and promises to be one of the 
most flourishing and influential of any on the circuit. 

The services of the camp meeting were marked by 
plain, practical: and energetic preaching, exhortation 


On Tuesday we preached to , 
about 200 persons who had met under some shady oaks” 


Brother Blunt, . 
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METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


and prayer. The congregation was large, orderly and 
very attentive. There was no word of reproof nor any 
one act of misconduct, as far as I either heard or saw. 
There was nothing, however, that more sensiblv affected 
my own mind or appeared more generally to interest the 
minds of the large audience that attended, than the 
powerfully evangelical preaching of our aged father in 
the ministry, the Rev. Edward Drumgoole, jr. now in 
the eighty-first year of his age, his heart still glowing 
with the love of God, and his tongue dwelling with rap- 
ture all divine on Jesus Christ as the way, the truth, and 
the :life to perishing sinners. ‘Take him all in all 
I never shall see his like again.”’ All hischildren, save one, 
and many of his grand children have been made ‘o re- 
joice in the hope of the glory of God. Would it not be 
well that the church of God unite in prayer, that this one 
might be brought into the fold, that father Drumgoole 
like aged Simeon might say, ‘‘Lord, now, lettest thou thy 
servant depart in peace, according to thy word: for mine 
eyes have seen thy salvation.” 
Yours affectionately, 
IRA A. EASTER. 


New Kent Caunty, Va. Aug. 8, 1831. 

Dear Brother,—This is the first time I have attempted 
to taik of the welfare of our little Zion. At present, our 
prospects are quite hopeful; ata two days meeting held 
at Tabernacle meeting house, on Sunday and Monday, 
(the last of July and first of August,) we had a delight- 
ful season. The congregation, on both days, was large: 
there were several mourners; and three souls professed to 
find the pearl of great price. Brothers French, Thom- 
son, and Nonnent laboured with us; and great solemnity 
prevailed throughout the meeting. There were a good 
many of our Episcopal brethren present, who united 
with us in praying for mourners: in fact, Isaw no discord 
or difference; for God was all in all. Our Baptist breth- 
ren, also appeared to enjoy much comfort, on this occa- 
sion. We are looking daily for an outpouring of the 
spirit of God upon his people; oh, that the time may 
speedily come, when a nation shall be born to God in a 
day. Yours in the bonds of Christianity, 

THOS. RATCLIFFE. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
Cherry Hill, Buckingham Co., Va., Aug. 10th, 1831. 


Respected Brother,—Well knowing, that any informa- 
tion relative to the prosperity of Zion, is at all times 
read with pleasure, by the people of God; I embrace 
this opportunity of communicating what J have in pos- 
session. 

Having preached at Price’s, (a meeting house in Cum- 
berland county,) several times, and being delighted with 
the attention and kindness of my hearers; and particu- 
larly with the manifestations of our Father’s presence, 
I concluded to hold there, a three days meeting; though 
with no prospects of any ministerial aid; to commence 
on 25th July. After I had made the appointment, I 
learned that brother Comann would be down about that 
time, and calculating on his presence, gave notice to 
that effect, but he could not attend. 

On the first day, the number was small: on the second, 
about doubled, and being unwell, a presbyterian brother 
preached. Another brother of the said society, gave a 
word of exhortation and prayed, after him Il exhorted and 
invited mourners to approach the mercy seat, when a 
goodly number came forward; and tl:e prospect for good, 
was cheering. 7 

On Sabbath, I had a good congregation, notwithstand- 
ing there were three or four other meetings in the imme- 
diate vicinity. I was left ‘to bear the heat and burden 
of the day,” those brethren above named having to at- 
tend their respective appointments. AfterI had preach- 
ed, at the invitation given, many mournerscame forward, 
and we had a pleasing, awful time; for the power of the 
Lord came down, and his mercy was manifested in the 
conversion of threesouls. Unwilling to leave the mourn- 
ers in their distress, and the prospect being so flattering, I 
requested them to meet me there on the next day. We 
accordingly met, and before we parted, the blessed Lord 
converted five more. Oh! my — swells when ever | 
think of that precious time, I hopg ever to remember it 
with gratitude. I have just retuthed from Fluvannia 
county, where reform is scarcely known, but where I 
succeeded in forming a small class. One of which, be- 
ing a very efficient member, I anticipate speedy additions. 

Yours truly, LIVINGSTON WALKER. 


For the Methodist Protesta 
TOUR OF A DISTRICT IN NORTH CAROLINA. 


Mr. Editor,—I have just returned from a tour of con- 
siderable extent in the North Carolina district. Our 
itinerant operations extend over a tract of country of 


‘the commencement of this struggle. 


250 miles in extent from east to west, varying in width 
from north to south. 

I believe we number some more than 700 members, 
including forty odd ministers and preachers, five of 
whom are constant itinerants. 

Brother Gray commenced regular itinerant opera- 
tions on Guilford circuit last spring. He found four or 
five societies; he now numbers fifteen or sixteen, and 
on his Jast round he joined fifty-seven members. In 
many sections, extensive revivals are in progress, and 
every prospect of still farther secessions from the Me- 
thodist Episcopal Church. 

The following fact is a clear comment upon the spirit 
of the Mountaineer Methodist, in N. Carolina, through 
the whole extent of the Guilford circuit, which I believe 
has but two rest days in four weeks. ‘There is but one 
neighbourhood in which the opposition men dare shuta 
pulpit against our preachers. Indeed among those in- 
dependent and hardy farmers, so soon as they understand 
the question at issue, the most effectual aid the opposi- 
tion can give us, is to oppose us openly and violently. 
Sly assault is found more successful by those who are 
qualified for such work, and even that in many instances 
begins to be rottenness in their bones, and ruin to their 
cause. We have only to persevere, shew ourselves 
christians by our acts, mind our own business, and God 
himself will fight for us, if fighting must bedone. ‘Ven- 
geance is mine, I will repay saith the Lord.” 

I lately attended a camp meeting about eighteen miles 
north west of Greensborough, the rain was almost inces- 
sant during its pendency: it was atime of good things to 
the people of God, and twenty five white people at least, 
beside some coloured, professed conversion. 

On the week following, I attended another near Ox- 
ford in Grenville county. It was a sort of pentecost to 
the people of God, who are truly numerous in that sec- 
tion; eighteen white people at least professed to find 
peace; I say at least, for in the too fashionable way of 
reporting, we might say about twenty-five or thirty in the 
last instance, and thirty or forty in the first.—great har- 
mony prevailed at both meetings among the people of 
God, and at the last, brothers Malery and Glen, still 
members of the Episcopal Methodist Church, shared 
zealously in the labours of the pulpit. Some Presbyte- 
rian brethren of high standing proposed to us a union 
camp meeting on the same ground, of course we shall 
join them heartily, should they finally resolve upon the 
measure. 

Sectarism is in danger in this state. The spirit of 
christianity, armed by the increasing intelligence of so- 
ciety, bids fair to scout it from our borders. The party 
men are peg! ge ore to keep up their sandy bar- 
riers; the union of christians sweeps them away like 
mountain torrents do mounds of sand. 

We have the following camp meetings in prospect, 
commencing at the following times and places: one at 
Mount Herman, twenty miles west of Hillsborough, be- 
ginning on the Friday before the third Sunday in Septem- 
ber: one on the Friday following at Liberty, say twenty 
miles still west of Mount Herman: another on the Fri- 
day following at Union Chappel, lower edge of Green- 
ville, fifteen miles south east of Oxford. Three or four 
others are determined upon in this district for the ensu- 
ing fall; times not yet known by me; when ascertained, 
you will be informed. The friendly co-operation of the 
ministers and members of every christian denomination 
is respectfully invited at any and all of our meetings. 


I think, for the most part, the winter day of our cause 
has past away in North Carolina: I think for us as a peo- 
ple, the flowers appear on the earth, and the voice of 
the turtle is heard in ourborders. So far as human agen- 
cy is concerned, I only ask of friends and brethren, 
effective and vigilant aid at one point, and that is a vital 
point. Let our labourers now employed receive a steady 
and decent support: should we fail here, the knife is laid 
to the throat of our cause, and few others will ever come 
to our aid. Should we succeed, others wi) be embold- 
ened to cast their lots among us, and we mist soon be- 
come a numerous and powerful people. The schemes of 
Heaven are wonderful, and we have only to co-operate 
with them and our success is sure. Our.system secures 
an immense amount of Jabour, with but little expense. 
Of our forty odd labourers, but five only cost the com- 
munity any thing like money; the others sustain them- 
selves and render cheerfully an immense amount of ser- 
vice. Men, who understand religious freedom, scarcely 
value money or life in its defence; hence our veterans, 
who have shaken off the manacles of the old system, as 
if they have undergone a resurrection in their old age, 
move about the world like boys of yesterday; evidently 
not counting even their lives dear. And it is remarka- 
ble, that as yet, not one of our veterans has fallen since 
J have trembled at 
this point, but Iam now tranquil. I see young soldiers 
of great promise pressing into the posts of these vete- 


— 
rans, and I look out every day for God to release them 
from their labours. Lord grant that our young men may 
prove themselves worthy their Fathers, their cause, and 
their country! 

I must now close this lengthy epistle, with a slight 
reference to another subject, which I hope you will re- 
cieve kindly, and submit to your readers. My style of 
speaking and writing like the lineaments of my features 
is my own, and at this period of my life 1 may almost 
as well attempt to change the one as the other. The 
style of writers is as diverse as their features, and there 
is a corresponding diversity in the taste of readers; and 
this diversity proves no inconsiderable portion of the 
importance of a periodical like that which youedit. I 
must therefore request my Brother Editor, when he 
places me before the community, as a writer, a coarse 
Carolinian as I am, to let it be, 

Yery respectfully, 
W. W, HILL. 


Extract of a letter, received by the Editor of the Cor- 
respondent, dated 


Zanesville Cirewit, July 18th, 1831. 


Since our third Quarterly meeting (which was a good 
one) our prospects have become more cheering. We 
are now realizing that those who “sow in tears, reap in 
joy”—we have gone forth ‘‘weeping, bearing precious 
seed.”” We have been trying to ‘‘break up the fallow 
ground,” and sow the good seed, and have been looking 
to the Lord for the increase. Glory to God in the high- 
est; the little cloud has arisen and spread over the 
hemisphere—the rain has descended—the fields are 
white unto the harvest—the harvest is abundant. We 
have now organized seven new societies this year, three 
of these are in the towns of Lancaster, Newark, and 
Malta; the seven number about 100 members. ‘The 
revival progressing among us is of rather an extraordi- 
nary character; on the part of the circuit where I have 
spent the last two weeks, I have received 29 members 


,in that time; only one of the above number belonged to 


any other society. Among the above, we record the 
name of Foster Edwards, a man of high respectability, 
formerly a minister of the Christian Church. I would 
here particularly notice the incidents of one meeting I 
recently attended. We had preached there a few times; 
an awakening power seemed to rest upon the people, the 
cries of the weeping penitent seemed to penetrate the 
heavens, while the joy of the Lord’s children joined 
with that of the holy angels, may be properly compared 
to that manifested at the return of the prodigal son. I 
thought it proper at the close of the meeting, to open 
the door for the reception of members; the first that 
came forward was an old gentleman and his companion; 
both upwards of eighty years of age, linked hand in 
hand, with tears rolling down their cheeks and their 
limbs palsied with age; immediately after, the son of- 
this aged pair took his youthful companion by the hand 
and followed the worthy example of their parents; two 
more of their children, and two of their grand ehildren 
joined the company, there were twelve united at this 
interesting meeting to serve the Lord. . 

We number now, on this Circuit, after deducting the 
Zanesville station, removals, deaths, withdrawals, and 
expulsions, &c., about 600 members. We have had a 
few deaths among us, perhaps not more than three, who 
have been removed from labor to their reward in heaven; 
for it is worthy of remark, that every one of them in 
their last moments triumphed over death, and left the 
most consoling testimony to their surviving friends and 
brethren that they had kept the faith and were going to 
receive the crown of life laid up for them in heaven— 
among these we record the names of Edward Tanner, 
sen., and sister Shepherd, consort of Rev. Lenox Shep- 
herd, of Irville. There have been, I believe, but two 
expulsions; perhaps only three withdrawals, one of these 
was a minor, who embraced religion and joined us: some 
of his friends being very warm advocates of the old 
church, he found it best for peace sake, to go with the 
current. The second was a young woman who married 
a member of the old church, and sacrificed her own 
views and feelings for the sake of her husband; the 
third was under charges, and the society gave him leave 
to withdraw. One reason the old side brethren assign 
for withdrawirg their fellowship from us, is because, 
they say, we steal their lambs. But! find it is not con- 
sidered theft nor robbery when the game turns the other 
way; it is a good rule that works both ways. Our loss 
by removals is very consideraWle, and indeed, if our 
cause had to be supported solely by the argument of 
numbers, it would share about the same fate that Chris- 
tianity would have done on the same principle at its in- 
troduction, when the inquiry was instituted “has any of 


the rulers or priests believed on him,” for as we are 
only in groups at present through the country, our mem- 
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bers most generally remove to places where they have 
no opportunity of joining our church, and are not count- 
ed in our numbers at all, and not unfrequently under 
these circumstances, they join the Methodist Episcopal 
Church until they can be better accommodated. This 
reduces our numbers considerably, but upon the whole, 
we have lost but little by this, for these are spreading 
through the country, and carry a knowledge of our prin- 
ciples with them, just as it was at the day of pentecost, 
when there were present men from every nation under 
heaven, to witness the miraculous descent of the Holy 
Ghost, and on their return home reported the things 
they witnessed at Jerusalem, and thus prepared the way 
for the reception of the gospel, so these emigrants are 
preparing thé way for us into new regions. 


N.B. Since the above was written, we have had a 
two-days meeting in Newark, Licking county, our sister 
Hannah Reeves, consort of Rev. Wm. Reeves, recently 
from Engtand, was in attendance. The congregations 
were immense, the citizens of Newark, perhaps, were 
but seldom more highly gratified than in attending the 
ministry of this extraordinary female, but they were 
not only pleased, but much profited. She spoke as one 
who had authority; the power of Israeks.God-rested on 
the multitude—tears flowed in abundance. At the close 
of the meeting we received eleven members, aud four 
more yesterday at the Clay Lick, five miles from New- 
ark, where we have a flourishing society of nearly sixty 
members. God is doing great things for us, whereof we 
are glad. Glory! glory! glory! the Lord, God Omnipo- 
tent reigneth! Amen! W. B. E. 


POETRY. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
LINES, 
On the Death of 
CHRISTOPHER JARRETT, 
Of Baltimore, 
Who departed this life with pious resignation, in hope 

of a glorious immortality, on the 8th of August, 1831. 
Aged 20 years. 


Does the parting hour draw near? 
Will the fatal dart be flung? 

Death! wilt thou no suppliance hear 
For the life of one so young? 


O! compel the old—the bad— 
To lie down upon thy bier; 
Other victims may be had,— 
Stern destroyer, come not here. 


Ah! expostulation’s vain, 
Vain entreaty or command; 

How resistless is his chain! 
Oh! how icy is his hand! 


Well! adieu, adieu, my friend:— 
Must thy gentle spirit go?— 

Must thy pleasing prospects end? 
Might not friendship answer, No?— 


God ordains when man shall live; 
God decrees when man must die; 

Shall his wise appointments grieve? 
Why, short-sighted mortal, why? 


Let all flesh the truth aver, 
He is far too kind to grieve; 

He is far too wise to err, 
And too faithful to deceive. 


Heaven is better far than Earth, 
Thou hast every thing to gain; 
Endless joy, for transient mirth, 
Perfect bliss, for present pain. 


Angels! bear him on your wings, 
Up to the Redeemer’s throne; 
. Where the choir angelic sings, 
Where his waiting mother’s flown. 


Mother! meet him in the skies; 
Greet him on the happy shore; 

Fill’d with rapture and surprize, 
Never to be parted more. 


Father! wipe away your tears; 
C——T——R, yea, all, resign; 
In a few receding years, 
He’ll be yours, and he’ll be mine. 


We shall talk with him again; 
We shall see him in his might; 
One of CHRIST’S immortal train; 
A glad angel, cloth’d in light. 
EBENEZER. 


INTELLIGENCE. 


INSURRECTION OF THE BLACKS. 

As will be perceived by the following letter, received by 
the editor of the Norfolk Herald, there has been an 
insurrection of the blacks in Virginia:— 


We have just received the following communication, 
by the Fayetteville stage, from Mr. John Wheeler, Post 
Master at Murfreesborough, about fifteen miles from the 
scene of action:— 

N.C. Aug. 25. 
“You have no doubt heard something of the horrid 
conduct of the blacks in Southampton this week, and 
from the deep interest that all must feel and the very 
extravagant stories that have been circulated, I have 
been induced to think a brief statement of the case ne- 
cessary to be made public. 
“It is not known that any mischief has been done in 
North Carolina; and although strong suspicions are en- 
tertained that there existed an understanding among the 
blacks, yet no evidence has been found to confirm them. 
“On Monday morning last about three o’clock, the 
massacre commenced at Mr. John Travers’—the: exact 
order in which they proceeded is not stated, and proba- 
bly not known. Unfortunately for us, it was at the time 
uf our County Court, and the principal part of the citi- 
zens of this place was there, (at Winton,) about twelve 
miles off, so that it wasJate in the day before we were 
apprized of it generally. The few men who were in 
town immediately collected, and about 6 P. M. Captain 
Camp, of the Governors Guards, arrived and instantly 
made the proper arrangements for the protection of the 
town. 
In the mean time the Colonel was not idle, and so soon 
as a suflicient number was organized, a party composed 
of horse and foot, say a company of each, was ordered 
to the scene of action, where they arrived on Tuesday 
evening. The massacre of the whites was over, and 
the white people had commenced the destruction of the 
negroes. which continued after our men got there, from 
time to time as they could fall in with them, all day 
yesterday. 
We have heard nothing from them to-day. From the 
best information, nearly 30 negroes have been killed, 
and the jail at Jerusalem is full to overflowing, We 
suppose them entirely suppressed, if they are not all 
killed and taken. The great force in arms from Virginia 
rendered any further aid from us unnecessary. Our 
people describe the situation of the country there, in 
the most gloomy colors. The dead bodies of white and 
black lay just as they were slain, unburied. However, 


| preparation for their interment was making. I annex a 


list of the dead whites, but it is supposed there are manv 
dead of whom no account has been received. I do not 


but it is such as we have received. 
Respectfully yours, JOHN WHEELER.” 


The number of white persons, ascertained to be kill- 
ed, is 59. 

Passengers by the Fayetteville stage say that by the 
latest accounts, 120 negroes had been killed. 


Ricumonp, August 26. 
The artillery company returned this morning: they 
landed at Smithfield, and were about to take up their 
line of march for Southampton, when they received an 
order from Gen. Epps to return, as their services were 
unnecessary. The following is an extract from General 
Epgs’ despatch to Capt. Richardson:— 


“Southampton, Jerusalem, Aug. 24, 1831. 
“T have to request you will direct the troops to return; 
perfectly satisfied that they cannot be wanting, as the 


| party are dispersed, and from the best information no 


probability of their reassembling—certainly not for 
some time. 


_“P, §.—The insurgents are nearly dispersed. Fifteen 


have been killed and twelve in jail.” 


pretend to vouch for the correctness of their statement, 
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& Those Subscribers arho shall hare paid for the first 
volume of the M. R. & M. Protestant, by the first of 
December next, will be presented by the publisher with 
four beautiful Lithographic views, for binding or fram- 
ing, of some of the most imposing scenery on the Balti- 
more and Ohio Rail Road, designed and executed by 
those celebrated artists, Endicott & Swett.—One of the 
views is now ready for delivery, the others are in a state 
‘of forwardness,—descriptions will be given. 


& Subscribers who have not yet remitted their sub- 
scriptions; will much oblige the Publisher by forthwith 
forwarding the same, per mail, at his risk. 


& 3-Those persons to whose orders books have been 
forwarded, and who are in arrears, will please remit 
forthwith, per mail, at the Book Agent’s risk. 


From those who have not paid within 6 months, from 
the Ist January, $3 will be required, according to the 
terms. 


JOHN J. HARROD; 
BOOKSELLER, BALTIMORE, 
Has just Published, 
AN EXPOSITION OF THE LATE CONTROVERSY IN THB 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 
By the Rev. Samuel K. Jennings, WM. D. 


This work, forming about 250 pages octavo, hand- 
somely printed on superfine medium paper, furnishes the 
most striking principles and facts involved in the contro- 
versy; from which it will be seen, that piety unques- 
tionable, and character the most unexceptionable, form 
no safe-guard from violence to any respectable niinority 
of the ministers and members of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, when said minority shall be found labouring 
with unshrinking fidelity and perseverance to inquire 
into, argue out, and demonstrate the monopoly of the 
itinerant ministers of the said Church, in holding, with 
death-like grasp, all the Jegislative, judicial, and execu- 
tive power, to the entire exclusion of all the local min- 
isters and all the members of the Church. 

We say this work will be found an important expose 
of ‘tthe Deeds and Doings” of the jovers of ministerial 
monopoly against their brethren of liberal views, by 
which they planned and executed the unrighteous pur- 
pose of excommunicating their brethren, for exercising 
the sacred right of the liberty of the press, to obtain 
representation for the members in the legislative depart- 
ment of the Church. 

Price, sewed in handsome paper, per copy, 75 cents— 
in neat boards, 87 cts,—full bound, $1 25 per copy. 12, 
and not more than 25 copies, 20 per cent—above 25 co-. 
pies, 25 per cent. A proportion of the: profits will be 
appropriated to the Book fund of the Methodist Pro- 
testant Church. 


$>-As the Edition will not, from present appearances, 
be sufficient for all the orders, those who reside at a 
distance ought to send their orders forthwith, stating 
the number of copies required for their respective 
places and neighborhoods, with specific directions how 
to be addressed and sent. 


In the Press: 


A Catechism, prepared under the direction of the 
Book Committee for the use of the more youthful chil- 
dren of the Methodist Protestant Church. The ensuing 
numbers wilT¥ise in gradation until there will be a suffi- 
ciency for the different classes of our youth. 
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